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INTRODUCTION 


Mr. S. E. Stokes of Kotgarh has reques- 
ted me to write a brief introduction to the 
book which he is now publishing. His ex- 
perience has, in a very remarkable manner, 
led him to the same conclusion which J had 
reached along a different path. We came out 
to India nearly at the sanie time, early in 
the present century ; and we have both gained 
our knowledge at first hand from life itself, 
and not from books only, For a very long 
time, both of us struggled hard against the 
inevitable conclusion, which is stated so clearly 
in the present chapters. It was not at all an 
easy conclusion for either of us to accept. 

Mr. Stokes came from an old English 
stock, that settled in America in the early 
colonising days. His ancestors were members 
of the Society of Friends, who are sometimes 
called Quakers. They came along’ with 
William Penn to Pennsylvania, the Quaker 
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American settlement. These Quaker colonists 
made friends with the original inhabitants 
who were then in a primitive state of society. 
They won their love instead of their hate. The 
Quaker blood in Mr, Stokes is strong today, 
making him a friend of humanity, and not of 
one nation alone. He has lived, during the 
greater part of his time in India, among the 
villagers, sharing their life chiefly, within the 
United Provinces and in the Punjab, made one 
with them in their joys and sorrows. From 
the plains he went up to the Hills, and his 
love for the hill people has become the 
deepest thing in all his nature. He now 
shares the hill man’s life by the ties of mar- 
riage as well as in other ways; for he has 
married a Rajput lady, and has six children 
whom he has brought up as Indians to such an 
extent, that they have not yet learnt a single 
word of English. I have visited him many 
times in earlier days and have stayed with 
him. He was first at the leper hospital at 
Sabathu, where he very nearly lost his life 
from typhoid fever. Later on, he lived and 
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INTRODUCTION 
worked in the plague and small-pox camp at 
Lahore, where he nursed back to health a 
‘young student of the Forman College. 

While Mr. Stokes’ own experience during 
‘these years has been confined to India and 
America, my own time has been partly spent 
in wandering over the face of the earth to 
‘distant colonies, where I have seen the treat- 
ment meted out to Indian settlers by the 
ruling ‘white race’ and have shared in their 
humiliations. It is surely no light matter that 
‘when, at the end of the best years of both 
‘our lives, we compare notes together, after 
Jong absence from each other, we find that 
-we have come to the same conclusion as to 
the impossibility of India remaining with self- 
aespect within the British Empire as it now 
stands. 

Mr. Stokes had asked me, and asked me 
again, to come up to Kotgarh to help him to 
expose, in the public Press, the iniquities of 
forced labour in the Simla Hills. At last 
the opportunity arrived and I stayed with him, 
and saw with my own eyes the evil that was 
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being wrought among the sturdy hill-men, 
turning them into a race of timid serfs. Dur- 
ing those days, which we spent together, it 
was natural that I should unburden my heart, 
about the deeper problem which had given me 
such intense pain,—the humiliation, not of Hill 
men only under the Begar system, but of 
every Indian, rich and poor alike, as subject 
people within the British Empire. I explain- 
ed to him how, some months ago, I had sent 
a message to the Press, which was published im- 
mediately in all the papers, saying that I could. 
not endure to think of this humiliation any 
longer, and that nothing short of independence 
and separation from the British Empire seemed 
to me to be the ultimate Indian goal. Mr. 
Stokes, in his home far away in the Hills, had 
not seen this; but on hearing what I said, he 
told me that more and more he had _ been 
driven to the same conclusion. 

During the war, Mr. Stokes did every- 
thing in his power to help the British Empire 
to victory. He naturalised himself as a British 
citizen and became an officer in the army.. 
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He won distinction by his zeal for recruiting. 
He believed firmly in the righteousness of the: 
Allied cause. But the Peace Treaties have 
brought with them disillusionment; and today 
he regards the menace of the white race supre-. 
macy as the most sinister portent in the pre-. 
sent history of mankind. 

How great that menace is, will be seen 
from the chapters which follow. I would place 
on record, at the end of this introduction, a 
passage from a leading article in the London 
‘Times’. This was written on Mr. Keith Mur- 
doch’s message to England, which was given 
on the anniversary of the Australian Founda- 
tion Day. Mr. Keith Murdoch Bae written as. 
follows :— 

‘We come to the frank question, whether - 
Britain is as much prepared to maintain Aus- 
tralia’s interests in the Pacific, as Australia 
proved herself prepared to defend Britain’s in 
Furope. The object of the policy of a ‘ White 
Australia’ is not mere economic selfishness, 
but the sacred cause of racial ptrity. Therefore - 
Australia demands that the status quo in. 
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the Pacific should be guaranteed, if need 
be, by British guns. Will Britain, if 
need be, build great ships? Will she jight 
‘for ‘White Australia’? The Australians believe 
that the answer will be ‘ Yes.’ But this 
-question will be raised at the Imperial Confe- 
rence in June, perhaps not by Australia only. 
Now that the Dominions are acknowledged as 
free nations, within the Empire, it may well 
be that a written pact will be asked for.” 
The ‘Times’ Editor replied as follows :— 
“To our thinking, there can be no doubt 
about the answer. If there is any doubt that 
Great Britain would be ready, in case of need, 
‘to support. Australia on this issue with all 
her strength, then we may say farewell, not 
only to Australia but to the other Dominions ; 
for, New Zealand, South Africa, Canada, all 
‘hold the same belief with almost equal deter- 
mination. This is one of the danger points 
-as between Great Britain and the Dominions. 
Here,—an outpost planted on the extreme 
West of Europe,—we have no knowledge of 
“the influence upon white civilisation of a non- 
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European population and no experience of 
the evils of mixed blood. To be frank, the: 
people of the United States are far more in 
sympathy with Dominion opinion on this race: 
question than we are; for they have practical 
experience of it, and we have none. To some. 
people, in this country, the race question,—as. 
between White and non-White,—is either a 
joke, or a symbol of crude lack of culture.. 
They refuse to take it seriously, or they grow 
hot with indignation at the exclusion of non- 
White peoples from British countries. This. 
way leads to worse friction with the Dominions. 
than has occurred for half a century. Fortu- 
nately British Statesman know better than to- 
treat such questions with levity or arrogance, 
and so long as Lord Milner was. at the. 
‘Colonial Office the Dominions knew that they 
had to deal with one who thoroughly under- 
stood and was in. sympathy with their faiths.” 


What is missed altogether by the writer: 


of this editorial is the fact that, just because. 
there are: people in England who still regard 
the race .question,—as between White and. 
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non-White,—’’ as a symbol of crude lack of 
culture,” and who “grow hot with indigna- 
tion at the idea of the exclusion of non-White 
peoples from British countries’, just because 
‘there are still such people in England, the 
present position of India has not become quite 
intolerable to every single Indian. But once 
let it be clearly known, that the Empire 
stands for an undiluted ‘ White Australia’ 
policy, and a ‘White New Zealand’ policy, 
and a ‘White Canada’ policy, and a ‘ White 
South Africa’ policy, and even (so it appears) 
a ‘White East Africa’ policy, and, in: the 
Jong run, there will not be a single Indian, 
be he moderate or ultra-moderate, who will not 
‘want to get out of such an Empire altogether. 

For what does this policy involve for 
India herself? We have still, in India, to 
-suffer the humiliation, worse than death, of 
allowing many thousands of our Indian sol- 
diers to go out as mercenaries to Mesopotamia 
and other lands, in order to hold down by 
force Asiatic peoples struggling to be free. 
We have thus, however unwillingly, supported 
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an Imperialism destructive of other peoples’ 
liberties in Asia itself. We have been used. 
as a tool to bring still further into subjection, 
under the white races, the peoples of Asia. 
And now, we are to be called upon, at the 
bidding of Australia and other colonies, to 
fight once more for ‘ White’ race supremacy. 
India is to be compelled, for the sake of the 
solidarity of the Empire, to uphold a ‘White’ 
Australia policy against Japan, and indeed 
against herself! The thing is unthinkable.’ . 

A. passage from the ‘Introduction’ of a 
standard work on political history, ‘called 
‘“‘An Analysis of the system of Government 
throughout the British Empire’ (published by 
Macmillans). should open the eyes of every 
thinking man to the position, which India is 
being forced into, by remaining within the 
British. Empire under these conditions. It runs 
as follows :— 

‘The only manner in which any portion 
of the British Empire can secure the rights 
of a neutral, in time of war, is by a formal 
separation as a nation from the remaining 
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Dominions of the Crown. There is no middle 
course between absolute solidarity in the in- 
ternational sphere and complete independence. 
“Colonial neutrality”, when the Empire is at 
war witha first class Power, is simply another 
word for ‘Declaration of Independence.” 

We have then, on the one hand, the as- 
ssurance of Mr. Keith Murdoch, that a written: 
pact may be asked for at the Imperial Cabinet. 
meeting in June, which will pledge India to. 
engage in a war of ‘White’ supremacy, for 
the maintenance of the ‘White Australia policy.’ 
And, on the other hand, we are faced with 
the authoritative statement, that to be neutral 
“when the Empire is at war with a first 
class Power is simply another word for “ De- 
claration of Independence’.” 

I. have brought--this dilemma foeaand. not 
as a subtle logical argument, but as a hard 
bed-rock fact. The'.chapters of Mr. Stokes. 
which follow will show how real the danger 
is, and how we cannot afford to trifle with 
it for a moment -longer. : 


Shantiniketan C.F. ANDREWS: 
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The Failure of European 
Civilisation as a World Culture 


I 
FOREWORD 


URING December last I contributed a 
series of articles to the Servant and the 
Bombay Chronicle. The first of these dealt 
with the ultimate goal of Indian Nationalism, 
and in it I stated my conviction as a politi- 
cal student that India could never hope for a 
position of real equality in the comity of 
nations which constitutes the British Empire. 
My justification for arriving at that con- 
clusion has since been called into question by 
a number of journals I especially respect— 
notably, The Indian Social Reformer—and | 
have therefore decided to attempt their con- 
version upon this point. I would say at the 
outset, however, that I.shall be filled with 
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gratitude if any of them can convince me of 
the incorrectness of the position at which I 
have so reluctantly arrived, for I assure them 
that I am moved by no feeling of animosity 
against the race of my fathers. Indeed, only 
that larger loyalty to the interests of mankind 
as a whole has forced me to face this ques- 
tion myself, and had not the importance of 
the issues involved driven me to the conclu- 
sion that both Britishers and Indians must 
face them squarely also, I should never have 
raised it at all. Let me add that I am writ- 
ing with a heavy sense of responsibility and 
beg those into whose hands this essay may 
come to give the whole matter their very 
thoughtful consideration, for, correctly or mis- 
takenly, it deals with the very root of our 
troubles. 

It will be seen as I put my case that 
it is no mere issue of the relation between 
India and the British Empire. On the con- 
trary, it is a question of the relation which 
the races of European stock are to hold to 
the rest of mankind. In so far as the British 
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‘are concerned, I would state very frankly my 
conviction that, despite their very black record 
in Tasmania, West Australia and certain other 
places, they have on the whole behaved better 
in their dealings with non-European peoples 
than any other of the ‘white’ races. In 
Teviewing the history of this nation’s Imperial 
expansion it can be said that along with a 
welter of arrogance, self-seeking and political 
hypocrisy, we witness a distinct growth in 
the sense of obligation to better the condition 
of those whose lands they have occupied, and, 
as far as it is compatible with the Imperial 
interest, raise the ‘“‘ natives’ to a_ position of 
greater prosperity. Taken individually, more- 
over, great numbers of British officials are 
magnificent men, unselfishly devoted to the in- 
terests of those over whom they exercise con- 
trol. Surely none of us, unless we wilfully 
shut our eyes to realities, can deny that there 
have been aspects of the British connection 
which have been of the greatest value to India. 
J, at any rate, wish to acknowledge those 
benefits whole-heartedly. Indeed, the esteem 
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and friendship I entertain for many officials im 
this land, based upon the most pleasant per- 
sonal relations with them, make the task I 
have set myself even more distasteful than it 
would otherwise have been, for I am convin- 
ced that many of them honestly feel India’s. 
only hope of security to lie in a permanent 
connection with the British Empire. 

In the following pages, I hope to show 
that the present world-supremacy of the Euro- 
pean races (in which I include the races of 
European stock, wherever situated) will, if it 
continues, lead to a permanent cleavage in the. 
human race, through the instrumentality of 
which the majority of mankind will be definitely: 
assigned to an inferior position, both as re- 
gards social and political status and the. 
opportunity for healthy development. The first 
portion of my essay will be devoted toa 
study of the growth of racialism and colour- 
consciousness in European civilisation, and will. 
be largely based upon the article entitled 
‘ Race”’ in Hastings’ Encyclopaedia of Religion 
and Ethics, which' is universally recognized to: 
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be the most authoritative work in the English 
language upon such subjects. In the second 
section, I shall attempt to show how the 
character of European expansion has been 
affected by the race-concept of ‘the European 
nations. Lastly, I shall give my conclusions 
as to how these factors must affect the re- 
lations of the West with non-European peo- 
ples in the future. I leave it to my readers 
to judge the soundness of these, to correct me 
if Terr, and rebuke me if I allow either preju- 
dice or partiality to influence my fairness in 
dealing with the question. 


Kotgarh S. E. STOKES. 


I] 


THE RISE AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF WESTERN RACIALISM 


ees ala pages in the article upon “ Race,’” 

above mentioned, are devoted to demon- 
strating that while ancient Hellenic culture, 
and the early Christian development rooted 
in it, both rose superior to racialism, the 
European Civilisation which has followed them 
must be held to have succumbed completely to 
racialism and furthermore to have produced 
yet another cleavage of mankind upon the 
basis of colour, which renders it impossible 
for European peoples to assimilate themselves 
with the rest of humanity. In quoting from 
this article, lack of space has necessitated my 
skipping much that is of interest, but nothing 
vital to the sense has been omitted. The 
italics throughout this and subsequent quota- 
tions are my own. 


WESTERN RACIALISM 

Turning first to the development of Greek 
culture, the writer says: 

‘Tt has been suggested that race-feeling in any 
human society tends to be in inverse ratio to the 
vitality of its civilisation. | There is no space here to 
trace this curve of race-feeling through the whole of 
history consecutively, but it may be tested in two 
important instances—the civilisations of ancient 
Greece and modern Europe. 


‘Ancient Greek civilisation sprang more abruptly 
out of primitive conditions than ours, and was there- 
fore penetrated by race-feeling more profoundly at its 
roots. The city-state (which was the ancient Greek 
state-form, as the national state is ours) was rooted in 
it. The citizen-body could be supplemented by 
immigration, but the immigrants remained resident 
aliens. They might live in the city from father to 
son, build up its trade, pay its taxes, serve in its 
wars, but they were still aliens .. .. . The 
city-states of ancient Greece were thus racial to the 
core, and that is why they were never transcended 
-—a failure that was the political ruin of the Greeks. 


“Greek national life, on the other hand, which 
sprang from the same origin as the city-state, 
emancipated itself from race-feeling easily and quickly. 
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It has been mentioned that in Greece, as in primitive 
societies, every racial group was a religious group as 
well, so that race-feeling and religious feeling were 
co-extensive. But there were several Greek groups— 
Delphi, Pisa, and Eleusis—which, as it were, abnorm- 
ally developed their religious side and received into 
their religious communion neighbour-groups which 
would have remained hopelessly sundered from them 
and from each other on the narrow racial principle. 
Delphi, for example, by the 6th cent. B.C. had re- 
ceived into its ‘amphictyony ’ about two-thirds of the 
Greek-speaking population on the mainland, and had 
given the common name of Hellene to all Greek- 
speaking people. This Hellenism was first conceived 
racially. The Hellene was contrasted with the 
‘barbarian’ . . . and was thus distinguished by 
language . . . (and by) acertain kind of social 
life. These standards of Hellenism led up to the 
conception that Hellenism was not an inalienable and 
untransnuttable race-character, but a quality that 
could be acquired. 


‘During the 5th cent. the Greeks became inti- 
mately acquainted with peoples strikingly unlike 
themselves—the Egyptians of the Nile Valley and the 
Skythians in the Russian steppes, and this might have 
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‘stimulated their race-feeling afresh. To recognizea 
common Hellenism in the descendants of Theseus and 
the descendants of Herakles was one thing, but to 
‘recognize a common humanity in men with brown 
‘skins or men who never tilled the ground needed a 
greater intellectual effort. The Greeks, however, 
accomplished this feat of imagination. The strange- 
‘ness of the country and climate in Egypt and Skythia 
‘struck them as forcibly as the strangeness of the in- 
habitants, and they concluded that the latter was 
conditioned by the former, and that the Skythians, 
Egyptians and Hellenes were of the same metal 
‘stamped with a different impress by the diverse envi- 
ronments into which it had been introduced: Thus 
‘the experience of alien human types, so far from stt- 
-mulating race-feeling in the Greeks, tended to make 
‘them sceptical of race altogether. 


«  . . . But, if the group-differences bet- 
‘ween Hellene, Egyptian and Skythian, European 
-and Asiatic, were accidental and alterable by human 
endeavour, if your group character merely depended 
:on whether you lived a thousand miles nearer the 
equator or the Pole, in a swamp or on a mountain, 
whether you built your city with this aspect or that, 
-whether you let yourself be governed by a king or by 
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the people, then racial barriers were potentially 
abolished. Any barbarian, by taking thought, could 
raise himself into a Hellene, and any Hellene could 
sink into a barbarian. 

“This conception of Hellenism, not as a race but 
as aculture for all humanity, gained ground steadily 
from the 5th century onwards . . . It 1s true to: 
say that the idea of Hellenism in ancient Greek 
civilisation did transcend completely the idea of race 
inherent in the city-state. It made possible a feeling 
of unity between allmen, and passed over without 
a break into Christianity. (Vol. 10, pp. 554-556.) 


This is the yiot of the writer’s position 
and it seems to me quite clear. In her 
political solidarity Greece failed, in that, by 
refusing equal rights to aliens in her political 
unit, because they were not of the same stock, 
she was unable to attain a united Greece.. 
And in this the British Empire is following 
in her steps today. On the other hand her 
culture, rising triumphantly above the spirit. 
of racialism and of prejudices based upon: 
differences of colour, became a mighty instru-- 
ment for the unifying of humanity. 

10 
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How vastly the spirit of modern European 
civilisation has differed from that of ancient 
Greece, the writer then proceeds to indicate, 
beginning with the racial attitude of carly 
Christianity, in which he asserts that the Hel- 
lenic feeling of unity between all men was 
carried on without a break- 


Christianity was in principle the “ antithesis. 
of race-feeling.”’ It recognised “in Christ ”’.... 
‘neither Jew nor Greek, barbarian nor Scythian, 
bond or free.’’ The Civitas Dez of which Saint 
Augustine dreamed, and which the greatest of the 
Popes endeavoured to translate into reality, had 
no place in it for the exclusive racial conception. 
Moreover “the Latin Church of the Middle 
Ages, with its common ecclesiastical organiza- 
tion, common culture-language and common 
outlook: on life, overrode race-feeling triumph- 
antly. It assimilated the outer barbarians 
who broke into the Roman Empire in its. 
decay. It initiated into European civilisation 
entire populations which had lain entirely 
outside the Roman pale—Angles and Saxons,. 
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-Scandinavians, Poles, Hungarians, Lithuani- 
ans.”” At that period these were the only 
pagans with whichit came into general contact, 
-but in its earlier days all Christians were felt 
to be fellow-citizens in every sense of the 
‘word, whether their birthplace was Egypt, or 
‘Carthage, or Antioch, or Rome, or Gaul. How 
completely this state of affairs has disappeared 
‘we shall let the writer show: 

‘But this great anti-racial force, upon which 
European civilisation was founded, has been invaded 
‘by race-feeling to an increasing degree.” 


It is thus that he continues his theme 
.and proceeds to show how European civilisa- 
tion gradually disintegrated under the influence 
-of linguistic and doctrinal differences, until, in 
comparatively modern times, it emerged with 
the basis of its present form, split up into 
-groups held together by the affinity of a com- 
mon language, which presently hardened into 
‘the racial units of today. With this pheno- 
‘menon of a developing racialism within the 
European group we are not directly concern- 
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ed in this essay, and must pass on, merely 
observing by the way how much less enlighten-- 
ed was the spirit which produced it than that. 
of the ancient Hellenic culture, which, starting. 
from a far more racial basis, transcended 
racialism and colour-prejudice in its conception 
of the essential unity of all mankind. The 
unity of Hellenic culture was grounded upon. 
the consciousness of a common attitude 
toward life upon the part of those who shared 
it, and deemed all men, by right of their 
humanity, entitled to participate in it if they 
so desired. Modern European civilisation, on 
the contrary, has split upon externals, and 
has been content to allow externals to destroy 
the feeling of essential unity which it inherited 
from the Greeks and from the early Chris-- 
tian ideal. 


We have seen how in the 5th cent. B.C.. 
Hellenic culture reacted in its first contact 
with races of another complexion and other- 
habits than its own. Let us now see how 
European civilisation reacted under similar: 
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conditions. We quote again from the article 
we have been studying : 


“About the time of the Reformation, the great 
maritime discoveries brought Europeans into contact 
with other populations markedly different from the 
people of Europe and W. Asia in externals. Their 
pigmentation was at the opposite extreme of the 
-human colour scale; their culture was too primitive 
to be placed in any scale of comparison at all with 
European culture, and the climate in which they 
lived was tropical instead of temperate. In coming 
into contact with these populations, Europeans were 
-having the same experience as the Greeks when they 
‘came in contact with the Egyptians and the Sky- 
thians, but their reaction to té was not the same. 


“The Greeks, struck by the environmentai con- 
‘trast, aS much as by contrast in human type,explained 
the latter by the former, and concluded that all human 
beings, however acute their superficial differences, 
were the same in essence, and that every variation of 
human kind was potentially transmutable into every 
other. 


“The Europeans were struck so forcibly by the 
external differences that it never occurred to them to 
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explain their origin by the secondary influence of 
environment, or to look forward to their elimination 
by change of environment, or progress in culture. 
‘The differences hypnotized them as the one overwhel- 
ming fact. The black man might become a Christian, 
he might adopt European clothes or habits of life, but 
he remained black and the European white. The 
colour-barrier presented itself to the European as 
insurmountable, and it displaced religion for him as 
the dividing-line between people within the pale of 
civilisation and people without. Instead of classify- 
ing mankind as Christians and Pagans, transmut- 
able by conversion into.one another, he now classified 
them as ‘ White men ’ and ‘Natives’, the ‘White race’ 
and the ‘Black race’, divided from one another by ex- 
ternal objective characteristics, which no act or will 
on either side could surmount. 


‘Just as the Greek hypothesis of adaptation to 
environment, as an explanation of the Egyptian and 
the Skyth, reacted on his own feeling of Hellenism, 
making it more humane and unracial tn quality, so 
the European’s hypothesis of a specific difference bet- 
‘ween black and white, reacted on his own growing 
nationalism and made té mere uncompromisingly ra- 
cial than it need otherwise have heen.’’ (pp. 556, 

357.) 
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I would call the attention of those who. 
expect that India may ever attain a position 
of real equality in an Empire, composed as is. 
the British, to the following comparison made 
by the writer between the spirit of the Muslim 
and the European Christian. It should be 
noted that Iam not dealing in this paper 
with the question of inter-marriage between 
Europeans and non-Europeans, but with the 
attitude of mind which makes it impossible. 
His observation is this: 


“The internal unity and external assimilative 
power that Christendom possessed can be inferred by 
comparison with the Islamic world as it still is....... 
The Muslim missionary in W. Africa, or India, makes- 
more converts than the Christian missionary, because 
he really receives his converts into his own group, 
treats them as social equals and gives them his daugh- 
ters in marriage, while the Huropean misstonary is 
divided by the colour-bar from Christian natives just 
as acutely as from the pagan, and can only organize 
his converts into a ‘native church’, which is still out- 
side the pale of the European community.” (p. 557.) 

This is no mere theory. A very cursory 
study of the relations at present existing bstween 
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the Western missionary community, in this 
land, and their converts, must demonstrate 
even to the most obtuse of us that the injunc- 
tions of their faith itself have no longer the 
power to bridge the racial gulf, so deep has 
it become. When even those who have devot- 
ed their lives to the service of Christ have 
thus succumbed to the fetish of racialism and 
colour-consciousness, despite the fact that it 
is the very antithesis of the attitude of early 
Christianity, can we wonder that it is evinced 
by other Europeans ? 

With the above I conclude the analysis 
of the article upon “Race,” in so far as it 
touches my argument. I have taken it in 
preference to the numberless quotations that 
could be made from books of less authority. 
Its presence in the ‘Encyclopaedia’ is quite 
sufficient guarantee of its reliability. The 
only. question is, What have we learnt from it? 

One. fact that clearly emerges is, that 
this modern European civilisation, to the re- 
quirements of which all non-European huma- 
nity are expected to adapt themselves, stands 
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for a definite cleavage of the human race upon 
a permanent basis—for the setting up of a 
colour-bar. In other words, it stands for the 
erection of an impossible social barrier between 
the “ white world ” and the “ world of colour.” 
Not only has this been implied throughout 
the article we have been studying, but passages 
which I shall subsequently quote from other 
sources will render this an indubitable certainty 
to the most sceptical of readers. 

We are not primarily concerned at pre- 
sent with the social significance of European 
racialism. We are not interested in the views 
of a few zoologists and ethnologists, whose 
racial bias leads them into various absurdities. 
If it amuses them to divide mankind into 
yellow, black, brown and white races, and 
the white again into Alpine, Mediterranean 
and Nordic stocks, let them do so by alli 
means, and devote the rest of their energies 
to demonstrating that the preservation and 
advancement of the particular stock from 
which they claim to spring is the only thing 
which really matters. The theories of such 
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people do not bother us. They who pro- 
fess them will not be the first to arrive 
at the conviction that their own particular 
ancestors were ‘the salt of the earth’. If 
our political and economic relations with the 
exponents of European civilisation are as they 
should be, we can leave the question of our 
social relations to settle themselves. 


But if the mighty nations of the West, 
who at this moment enjoy the greatest hege- 
mony of mankind that this earth has yet 
witnessed, hold the opinion that they are a 
superior race of men, and that the interests 
of all other peoples must be sacrificed for the 
development of their super-humanity, then we 
are all vitally concerned. Until we have 
come to some definite conclusion as to the 
extent to which their racialism affects their 
political and economic relations with the rest 
of the world, we are not in a position 
to decide intelligently as to whether India, or 
any other non-European nation, can in asso- 
ciation with them attain to real equality of 
status and opportunity. 
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In the next section I shall attempt, with 
the aid of the ‘Cambridge Modern History’ 
and other authorities, to answer this question, 
and show the manner and extent to which 
the expansion of European civilisation has 
been affected by its racialism. 


2() 
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EUROPEAN WORLD-SUPREMACY 
AND WESTERN RACE-CONCEPT 


fs object of this section is to illustrate 

by quotations from the ‘Cambridge 
Modern History’ and other sources, the rapidity 
with which the nations of Europe have been 
advancing their interests all over the world 
‘during modern times, the nature of the con- 
trol obtained by them, and the ideals upon 
which this effort for world-supremacy is 
founded. Until we clearly visualize the situa- 
tion and arrive at a true conception of its 
implications, we shall not be in a position to 
judge correctly how far the interests of the 
great European powers are compatible with 
those of the rest of mankind. 


And surely we are justified in studying 
this question, and in voicing the doubts that 
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may arise in our minds. The interests of 
mankind as a whole are more important than 
those of any single people, or group of peo- 
ples. On a correct appreciation of the factors. 
involved in the question before us, and upon 
a right solution of the problem therein involv- 
ed, hang the destinies of two-thirds of mankind,. 
and, one might add, the moral destiny of 
the remaining third. 

What do the nations who hold the hege- 
mony of the world desire ? What is the aim 
of this European civilisation? What place do 
the non-European peoples hold in the white 
man’s dream of the future? What is to be 
the status of our children in the world, which. 
European civilisation is attempting to build 
up? Surely no fair-minded fellow man can 
blame us, if we ask such questions of those to 
whose hands God has entrusted such respon- 
sibilities. We would know the meaning of 
‘©The White Man’s Burden’”’, for, as Doctor 
Dillon justly remarks, ‘‘No race, however inferior, 
will consent to famish slowly in order that 
other people may fatten and take their ease.” 
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The means by which the progressive 
world-domination of European nations has 
been secured come under two categories: 

(1) Advancement of their mercantile and indus- 
trial supremacy, by securing the political and econo- 
mic control of territories inhabited by non-European 
peoples, whose indigenous governments they termina- 
ted, either by force of arms, or a process of progres- 
sive disintegration. 

(2) An increase of their ractal power, obtained 
through the annexation and colonisation of large 
areas sparsely populated by ‘‘backward”’ peoples. 

For the purposes of this essay, the se- 
cond of these categories is of primary import- 
ance, for it is in studying the plans which 
European nations have evolved for the future 
of their own race that we shall most correct- 
ly gauge the nature of the position which they 
would assign to the rest of mankind. Of the 
first, I would, however, remark in passing that 
it rendered the second possible, and point out, 
in the words of a recent western writer, 

‘‘the tremendous advantages accruing to the 
white world from exploitation of undeveloped coloured 
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lands, and from the exports of manufactured 
goods to coloured markets. The prodigious wealth 
thereby amassed has been a prime cause of white 
prosperity, has buttressed up the maintenance of 
white world-hegemony and has made possible much 
of the prodigious increase of white population.’ 


As regards India, the ‘Cambridge Modern 
History’ says in this connection: ‘ The re- 
sources of her commerce and the prestige which 
her possession confers have set Britain in the 
foremost place among the nations of the 
world .......00... No effort, no sacrifice, has been 
considered too great toretain the splendid 
prize.” 


As regards the second category, we have 
only the colonisation developments of the 
British Empire and the United States of 
America to consider, since Germany has been 
eliminated from this field of activity as a re- 
sult of the recent war, and France has shown 
no marked inclination to utilize her territorial 
acquisitions in this manner. Moreover, for the 
purpose of our study we may consider the 
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British and American development as identi- 
cal; for in racial questions the attitude of 
America is but the expression of the ideal of 
the Anglo-Saxon people from which she 
sprang. The fact that her colonisation is 
within her own political borders does not 
affect the question; for the ever westward 
‘trend of American and Canadian settlement 
marks but the culmination of that long march 
‘toward the sunset which their ancestors began 
in the shadows of the prehistoric past. 
Throughout the rest of this essay, therefore, 
‘the manifestations of British and American 
race-consciousness will be treated together. 

The opening pages of the twelfth volume 
of the ‘ Cambridge Modern History’ are highly 
instructive. This volume is entitled, ‘The 
Latest Age’, and in the chapter ‘Modern Europe’ 
it is easy to note throughout an unconscious but 
‘distinct European bias—a “ White Man’s”’ 
bias—in the writer’s dealing with the question 
of relations with the ‘natives’. But, of course, 
‘this is natural. In spite of this, quite sufficient 
is given to indicate the true state of affairs. 
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The following is an abstract of the pertinent 
passages : 


‘In this period, the History of Europe becomes. 
in a Sense the History of the World. In the sixteenth 
century, the European system embraced only a part 
of the European continent...... The great geographi- 
cal discoveries of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. 
prepared the way for the later spread of European 
civilisation and European principles of government, 
but the full effect of these discoveries was not felt 
until the ninetecnth century. 


“In 1784 the existence of an independent federa- 
tion of European communities in the North American 
Continent was formally recognised. But much re- 
mained to be done before the whole of that vast: 
territory was conquered and colonised, and reduced 
to the European pattern. During the first half of 
the nineteenth century, European domination swept 
steadily onward and the period covered by this. 
volume has witnessed the final consolidation, all over 
the United States, of a new and fairly homogeneous. 
race; absorbing Anglo-Saxons, Celts, Germans, 
Spaniards, Italians, Slavs, sccepting every European 
variety, but rejecting Mongolian intruders with reso-. 
lute aversion ; dwelling in enforced proximity with. 
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multitudes of African negroes, but refusing to admit 
them to socral or real political equality . . 
the British and French community in Canada has 
been moving forward somewhat more slowly but on 
parallel paths, until the whole of the North American 
Continent has become subject to a_ trans-Atlantic 
European stock, predominantly British in certain 
characteristics, but constituting through the blending 
of races and the influence of surroundings, a novel. 
European type or types. 


‘¢ Meanwhile, in the far South-East, other semi- 
indep.ndent communities have been growing to: 
political maturity. The Australian States have been 
consolidated and united in a great Federal Union.. 
The British Dominion of New Zealand is firmly 
established. There also we see the same determina- 
tion to preserve the European type wncontaminated 
and to forbid the intrusion of Mongols or other 
Asiatics. 


‘In South Africa, again, we See an instinctive. 
aversion from Asiatic immigration over-powering any 
imperial sympathy of common citizenship, and de- 
manding unanimously that Huropeans alone should 
be admitted as colonists. But, there, State-builders 
are also confronted with the more difficult problem of. 
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the political relations between the dominant Euro- 
pean minority and the aboriginal inhabitants, who 
form the greater part of the population. Whatever 
temporary expedients may be adopted, téis certain 
that the European inhabitants will demand and 
obtain political and social predominance.” 

Thus Stanley Leathes, historian and 
First Civil Service Commissioner writes ; and to 
the above we may add the remark of another 
prominent student of history: 

‘Slowly the British Empire is shaping itself 
into a league of Anglo-Sazton peoples, holding 
‘under its sway vast tropical dependencies, as 
well as many small communities of mixed race. 
Strong bonds of common loyalty, race and history, as 
well as the need for co-operation and defence, unite 
the white peoples.” (p. 671.) 


What unites the coloured races the writer 
has forgotten to mention. 

As a consequence of the special advan- 
‘tages which the European nations have enjoyed 
from the system of expansion and world-exploi- 
tation initiated by them, there has naturally 
.been a vast increase in their man-power. The 
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expansion of the European population during 
the last four centuries is the most prodigious- 
phenomenon in history. At the beginning of 
the sixteenth century, the entire population of 
the British Isles did not exceed three millions; 
at present the white population of the British 
Empire and the United States is nearly one 
hundred and fifty millions. Upon this increase- 
and its significance I quote Viscount Bryce, 
who in his introduction to “The Book of His- 
tory’ (pp. 40-41) says: 

“Tt (1. e. the increase of population) is most con-. 
spicuous among the European races, and is, of course, 
due to the greater production, in some regions of food, 
and in others of commodities wherewith food can be 
purchased. It means an immense addition to the 
physical force of mankind in the aggregate 
And, of course, té also means a great and growing 
preponderance of the civilised white nations, which 
are now probably one half of mankind, and may in 
another century, when they have risen from about five 
hundred to, possibly, one thousand or fifteen hundred 
millions, be nearly two-thirds.”’ 

Bryce’s estimate of a half is too high ;. 
over a third is probably nearer the mark. 
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Yet as a representative of the very best type 
of British statesmen, a short abstract of his 
‘conception of the future development of man- 
kind is of value. I quote again: 


“The modern European type of civilisation is 
wbeing diffused over the whole earth, superseding, or 
-essentially modifying, the older local types 
The world is, in fact, becoming an enlarged Europe 
so far as the externals of life and the material side of 
-civilisation are concerned . . . It may be predic- 
ted that population will continue to increase, at least 
till the now waste, but habitable parts of the earth 
have been turned to account; that races, except 
where there is a marked colour line, will continue to 
become intermingled . .. ”. 


It is of interest to note that a British 
statesman of even such liberal sympathies as 
Lord Bryce is as little capable of imagining 
the passing of the colour-bar as the less 
enlightened of his race. 

Of course the European recognizes that 
the solution of the ‘‘colour problem” in places 
where the ‘natives’ are too numerous to die 
out, must be different to that in America and 
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Australasia. So far as South Africa is con- 
cerned, a quite ingenious plan has been suggest- 
ed by Sir Harry Johnston, one of the most 
prominent and liberal of Britain’s colonial 
statesmen. He argues that “every inducement 
of teaching, all fair persuasion,” might be 
employed toward the negroes, with a view to 
getting them to “leave the high cold regions 
of the temperate coast lands and migrate to 
the magnificent territories of British Central 
Africa’. There, simultaneously with the build- 
ing up of a ‘White South Africa’ in the lands 
from which the negroes had been ‘induced’’ 
to depart, (and which, of course, include all 
the seaboard), a ‘Black Central Africa’ would 
be built up for the black man. The climate 
there, Sir Harry remarks, “is well suited to 
the negro physical development.’’ ‘Gradually 
in this way the two races might draw apart, 
the black men living more to the east and 
north, and the white to the south and south- 
west.” (The Book of History, pp. 5651-2). I 
have no doubt that this would be very satis- 
factory for the ‘White men’; an assurance of 
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an equal partnership in the Empire might be 
used to make it attractive to ‘the blacks’. 

Now the above abstract, while showing, 
very clearly Europ2an racialism in its work- 
ing, is expressed in the restrained and digni- 
fied language of statesmen and_ scholars.. 
Even Sir Harry Johnston, though one of the 
frankest and most outspoken of writers, gives. 
us no idea of the passionate determination of 
the Anglo-Saxon to guard those areas over 
which they have obtained control for the ex- 
clusive use of the future generations of their 
race, quite irrespective of the needs of the 
rest of mankind. -I propose, therefore, to give 
some examples illustrating the ideals and con- 
ceptions of the American and of those colonial 
communities in conjunction with which the 
Liberals expect us to win a position of equa- 
lity within the Empire. 

Do the Liberals really think that these 
colonials might be induced to do justice to the. 
Asiatic for the sake of the Empire? The ‘Cam- 
bridge Modern History’ itself says of the South 
African colonials that. they exhibit ‘‘an instinctive 
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aversion from Asiatic immigration, overpower- 
ing any imperial sympathy of common cit1- 
zenship, and demanding unanimously that 
Europeans alone should be admitted as _ colo- 
nists”’. 

So much for South Africa; hear now the 
less guarded sentiments of an Australian upon 
the Imperial connection : 

' The ‘White Australia’ idea is-not a political 
theory. It is a gospel. It counts for more than reli- 
gion ; for more than flag, because the flag waves over 
all. sorts of races; for more than empire. For the empire 
43 mostly black, or brown or yellow, is largely heathen, 
largely polygamous, partly cannibal.” (Quoted by 
J. F. Abbott in “Japanese Expansion and American 
Policies.) | oo 

I myself know well that this is the spirit 
of Australia, and further more that her people in- 
tend to extend the ‘White Australia’ policy to 
their new mandates in the Pacific. .. Nor .is the 
policy a new one. “Many years ago, the lines 
for it were laid down by Sir Henry Parkes, who 
said : | 
| Jt is our duty to preserve the type of the’ British 
nation, and we ought not for dny consideration 
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whatever to admit any element that would 
detract from, or in any appreciable degree lower, that 
admirable type of nationality. We should not encou- 
rage or admit among us any class of persons whatever, 
whom we are not prepared to admit to our franchises, 
to all our privileges as citizens, and all our social 
rights, including the right of marriage.” 

During his first presidential campaign, 
Woodrow Wilson said with regard to Asiatic 
immigration : 

‘‘T stand for the policy of exclusion. The whole 
question is one of assimilation of diverse races. We 


cannot make a homogeneous population of a people 
who do not blend with the Caucasian race.” 


His view was true to the sentiment of 
America, and finds recent expression from the 
United States Immigration Bureau, which has 
recommended that the ‘barred zone’ should in 
future be made to cover not merely parts of 
Asia, but all the rest of the non-white world. 
In his 1919 report, the Commissioner-General 
of Immigration says: 

‘The Bureau respectfully suggests consideration 
of the extension of the barred zone to such parts of 
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Asia as are not included therein nor affected by ex- 
clusion laws or agreements, and also to Africa and 
adjacent islands, so as to exclude inhabitants who 
are of the unassimilable classes.”’ 


Justice Burnett of California well expresses 
the feeling at the back of such recommenda- 
tions when he says: 

“The Pacific States comprise an empire of vast 
potentialities, and capable of supporting a population 
of many millions. Those now living there propose 
that it shall continue to bea home for them and their 
children, and that they shall not be overwhelmed and 
driven eastward by an ever-increasing yellow and 
‘brown flood.”’ 

Lothrop Stoddard in a recent book 
remarks, ‘ Nothing is more striking than 
the instinctive and instantaneous solidarity 
which binds toz2ther Australians and Afrikan 
ders, Californians and Canadians, into a 
“sacred union’ at the mere whisper of Asiatic 
immigration”’, and there is little doubt that . 
this attitude is the conscious or unconscious 
expression of their determination ‘that the 
“ white ’ nations shall : 
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“*retain control of the vast African, Australasian,. 
and South American areas they have staked out as. 
preserves to be peopled at leisure.” (Ross, ‘‘ Chang- 
ing America ’’, pp. 46-48). 


This author further asserts that ' Dams. 
against the colour races, with spillways of 
course for students, merchants, and _ travellers,, 
will presently inclose the white man’s world.’” 
The Sydney Morning Herald speaks of building. 
up the nation “sufficiently strong to be successful 
in the struggle for the vacant lands of the 
Pacific.” It seems rather anomalous, does it. 
not, that those members of the Empire, to an. 
equal partnership with whom we are invited. 
to aspire, are preparing, despite our need and. 
their superfluity, to struggle with us upon the: 
basis of colour-difference for the vacant lands. 
lying off our coasts—lands the natural inhabi- 
tants of whieh are themselves of the’ non-white 
races! If the situation were not so sinister,. 
it would ne quite anne 


-.: In the. same paper, ‘the writer  says,. 
‘© Today the peoples of the world are in dite. 
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‘want, and in the direst want are the myriads 
of the East."’ Yes, it isonly too true; no 
nations are in direr want than the over-crowd- 
ed lands of India, Japan and China. But 
does this thought kindle in the breasts of ‘the 
western nations any sense of their responsibility 
to help? It does not. What answer does this 
thought of the East’s dire need call from our 
Australian writer? ‘‘ Australia,’ he says, ‘‘is to 
them a land of plenty. We shall have to show 
our right to hold this land of plenty. Our 
title depends first upon our possession of it, 
and secondly upon our power to hold it.” Such 
is the answer of this. potential partner with us 
in a fellowship of common interest. Or. hear 
‘an American writer upon the same subject: , 


‘‘ Where, then, should the congested coloured 
world tend to pour its accumulating human surplus, 
‘inexorably condemned to emigrate or starve? The 
answer is: into those emptier regions of the earth 
under white political control: But many of the re- 
latively empty lands have been set aside by the white 
man as his own special heritage. The upshot is that 
the rising flood of colour finds itself walled in by 
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white dykes debarring it from many a promised land 
which it would fain deluge with its dusky waves.’” 
(Stoddard.) 

But has Stoddard an answer for those: 
‘¢inexorably condemned to emigrate or die’’? 
Yes, an answer which is no answer to our 
need. ‘We Whites,’’ he says, ‘‘will have to: 
abandon our tacit assumption of permanent. 
domination over Asia, while Asiatics will have 
to forego their dreams of migration to white 
lands and penetration of Africa and Latin 
America.” 

A scientific writer solves the problem to 
his own satisfaction, if not to ours: 

‘‘ Eugenics among individuals is encouraging the 
propagation of the fit, and limiting or preventing the 
multiplication of the unfit. | World-eugenics is doing 
precisely the same thing as to races considered as 
wholes. Immigration restriction is a species of segre- 
gation on a large scale, by which inferior stocks can 
be prevented from both diluting and supplanting good 
stocks. Just as we isolate bacterial invasions, and 
starve out the bacteria by limiting the area and 
amount of their food supply, so we can compel an 
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inferior race to remain in its native habitat, where its 
own multiplication in a limited area will, as with all 
organisms, eventually limit its numbers and therefore, 
its influence. On the other hand, the superior races 
more self-limiting than others, with the benefits of 
more space and nourishment, will tend to sitll higher 
levels. (S. Hall, in the Journal of Heredity, March, 
1919.) 


No wonder our friend wishes to segregate 
us, if he considers us a sort of ethnic disease! 

Having quoted at some length, with a 
view to showing the European’s difficulties in 
dealing with ‘The White Man’s Burden I 
shall close this list by a quotation from Stod- 
dard which seems to me to put very aptly 
the average educated European’s conception of 
his relation to the rest of mankind, and his 
ideal for the future of his people: 

‘“ Out of the prehistoric shadows, the white 
races pressed to the front and proved in a myriad 
ways their fitness for the hegemony of mankind. 
Gradually they forged a common civilisation; then, 
when vouchsafed their unique opportunity of oceanic 
mastery four centuries ago, they spread over the 
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earth, filling its empty spaces with their sup- 
erior breeds andiassuring to themselves an unparal- 
leled paramountcy of numbers and dominion.”’ 
| In the foregoing part of the essay, I think 
I have given enough to illustrate the practical 
bearing of the coldur-consciousness of the 
western nations upon their political, social and 
economic relations with the rest of mankind. 
I have chosen my quotations with anxious 
care, trying always to ‘omit such as would 
needlessly arouse ill feeling. I could have added 
to the number indefinitely, but it would have 
been useless. Those of us who have been 
studying the relations of Asiatics with South 
Africa, Fiji and Canada, during the last few 
years, will not need even the illustrations I 
have given to grasp my point. 

In the next’ section, I shall attempt to 
sum up the situation, and submit my conclu- 
sions with regard to its moral significance. 


IV 
CONCLUSION 


have found this: section extremely 

difficult to write. Again and again I 
have tried unsuccessfully to put my ‘conclu- 
sions upon paper, without being unjust and 
at the same time without sacrificing the truth. 
-It has been well nigh impossible; there is so 
much that is fine and worthy of all praise in 
the West,—so muchbold idealism and so many 
high qualities that bespeak a people nobler 
‘than the system they have evolved, that one is 
apt to confuse issues. I have tried not to do 
this, for, gratefully and joyously as we may 
‘recognise such manifestations of self-sacrifice 
and philanthropy, of high endeavour and con- 
‘scientiousness in individuals, our real issue is 
‘with the system of which the European peoples 
-are the exponents. We have set ourselves to 
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study its aims and their significance to that 
majority of mankind who do not belong to. 
the European group. It is only when we: 
understand the goal, which Modern European. 
Civilisation has set itself, that we shall be in: 
a position to judge if it is such as to merit. 
the co-operation of non-European peoples. I 
have attempted in this section to make that. 
goal clear. 

In the preceding pages, we have seen the: 
manner in which the peoples of the West. 
reacted, when, several centuries ago, they first. 
came in general contact with races of a dif-. 
ferent complexion and civilisation than their 
own. We have seen how, as a result of this. 
contact, the Western nations have raised a 
‘colour-bar,’ permanently dividing humanity 
into two categories. We have noted how, out 
of this, they have evolved the conception of a 
“ white man’s world ” and a “ coloured world.” 
It has also been seen how, as a result of this. 
conception, a determination has arisen upon 
the part of the ‘white races’ to permit no. 
non-European peoples to settle within the: 
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borders of those broad and sparsely inhabited 
areas which they have annexed and set apart. 
for themselves. We have seen, moreover, that. 
this determination is most marked in the 
Anglo-Saxon group, with one section of which. 
India is at present politically associated. 


How then does this separatist tendency: 
upon the part of the European peoples affect: 
the interests of the rest of the human race?’ 
Very seriously and in a number of ways.. 
We will consider two of them. 


(1) Economists universally recognise, that: 
it is becoming increasingly difficult for the: 
congested and growing populations of China, 
Japan and India to subsist within their own 
borders. The time is approaching when, as. 
Stoddard says, many of their people will be 
“inexorably compelled to emigrate or starve.’” 
Not only in all the world is their need the 
‘direst’, but it is the need of a group of 
peoples composing more than half the human 
race. Contiguous to centrak and. southern 
Asia lie vast, relatively empty areas, obviously 
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‘fitted to meet this sore need—on the north 
Siberia, to the south Australasia. 

On the ground of ' the greatest need of 
the greatest number,’ on the ground of geo- 
graphical contiguity, by every principle of 
morality and justice, these lands must be con- 
-sidered nature’s provision for meeting Asia’s 
-overflow of population. Moreover, if we study 
the migrations of the various groups of peoples, 
we shall find that they further confirm the 
tight of the Asiatic groups to. egress in these 
‘directions and in that of the Americas. 
Spreading in prehistoric ages from the steppes 
-of central Asia, the path of Mongol advance 
‘was roughly speaking eastward, that of the 
ancestors of the present inhabitants of. southern 
Asia was southward, while the path of migra- 
‘tion for the ancestors of the present European 
races stretched over to the west. . Now it was 
in the nature of things, that the eastward 
‘tending Mongols should be met by the west- 
“ward ‘marching European peoples in the 
Americas. It was also natural. that as the 
‘population of South-eastern Asia gréw 
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congested it should continue its march south-- 
ward, slowly spreading to contiguous islands with | 
the prospect of ultimately peopling the Philip-- 
pines and Australasia. But I contend that. 
it was not natura] or conducive to the world’s. 
welfare for the westward-sweeping peoples of. 
Europe to permit small groups of their com-. 
patriots, wandering far from the path of their 
race, to obtain possession of those lands. 
which lay in the paths of the other great. 
migrations, and forthwith close.them to all 
but.their own people. And yet that is exactly: 
what the British. race has done, and at the: 
present moment the British Empire stands: 
for the shutting off of the Asiaitc races. from 
this;..their natural and legitimate path of 
economic and racial salvation. 

As I have just said, it was. natural that. 
Mongols and Europeans should meet in the 
Americas, for they .lay in the race-paths: of 
both groups. As a- matter of fact; there is. 
little. doubt. that thé “peoples found ‘by the 
Europeans when they reached the New. World, 
were . the:' descendants: of .an early Mongol: 
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‘immigration, and we must therefore recognise 
‘that this group first established contact with 
the Western continent. Yet the Anglo-Saxon 
group, both British and American, now stand 
firmly determined for resistance in the path of 
the advancing Mongol peoples. It was in 
America that these groups should have met 
and mingled, but the Americans are declaring 
fora ‘“‘ White America.’’ The Mongols will be 
-able to secure some relief by overflowing 
into Siberia when they require it, but this in no 
“way mitigates the wrong done by closing the 
shores of the New World to the ‘yellow 
races. ' 

In Africa, again, we see a different set 
of problems resulting from this deflection 
-of European peoples from their normal 
‘westward path. Here, as in Australasia 
and the Americas, the Anglo-Saxon race 
stands far the exclusion of Asiatics, thus 
cutting them off from the only remaining 
large area where it would have been possible 
for them to relieve their growing congestion. 
It also stands, in conjunction with other 
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European powers, for the economic exploita- 
tion, and, if possible, the racial segregation of 
the African under conditions which preclude 
all possibility of his ever attaining to a posi- 
tion of political, socia!, and economic equality 
with the Afrikanders. 

To put the matter very briefly, the 
peoples of Europe have utilized the wonder- 
ful opportunity afforded them by the mecha- 
nical revolution of last century, with its con- 
sequent development of traffic facilities, to 
aggrandize the ‘‘ White world” at the expense 
of the rest of mankind, by staking out as 
their own peculiar possession all the vacant 
areas of the earth’s surface which would 
otherwise have remained available for the 
expansion and settlement of the human race, 
and now, so far as the non-European races 
are concerned, they are naturally anxious to 
maintain the status quo. 1 admit that 
I may be’ mistaken, but from my 
studies I am absolutely unable to arrive at 
any other conclusion than that the British. 
Empire and the United States are completely 
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committed to this policy of shutting up ti: 
peoples of Asia and Africa within their own 
borders, while they populate at their leisure 
all. vacant. habitable areas. with their own 
people, | 

I would not for a moment imply, that. 
this process has. gone. on under the impulse 
of any such consciously sinister purpose. Those. 
who first settled in Australia, Africa and America 
knew little of the needs of other races. It has 
only been of comparatively. recent years, with 
growth of , colonial European communities,. 
that: this conception, has come to the fore.. 
Nor, in view of the. weakness of human* 
nature, and the very limited outlook of most. 
men as regards. other races; am I prepared,. 
to blame the rank and file of colonials and 
Americans for their attitude ; for I am certain 
that but few of .them in any degree realize 
the implications of .their: position. In. truth. 
we are not concerned with: measuring how: 
much of their attitude is the result df ignor- 
ance. and: how: much of it denotes the wilful. 
betraying of ihumanity: as..a:' whole ‘for their 
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own selfish advantage. For us the question 
rather is: Can India afford to be permanently 
associated with a political unit, which, with 
the United States, stands above all others 
committed to a policy of racial segregation 
upon the basis of colour? If the answer is 
in the negative, then surely it is useless for 
us to talk about our goal as being “ Self- 
government within the British Empire.” 

(2) ‘The setting up of a line of cleavage 
in the human race by the institution of a 
colour-bar is perhaps that achievement of 
modern European civilisation which will be 
most far-reaching in its effects. The world 
used to be a world of many peoples, over- 
lapping and mingling with each other where 
their borders met. Invading nations either 
drove the populations of conquered countries 
across the border into neighbouring lands, or 
settling down among them gradually became 
amalgamated with the origina] inhabitants. 
Thus races tended gradually to approximate to 
each other, and slowly the unity of humanity 
was being evolved. This would have gone cn 
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increasingly as man’s numbers grew. The 
Muslim faith, in particular, was rendering a 
great service to mankind along these lines. 
The European System, on the other hand, 
especially in recent times, has been instru- 
mental in fixing a barrier, which, if maintained, 
will definitely eliminate any possibility of the 
ultimate unification of humanity. In future there 
are to be two species of the genus ‘ homo,’— 
one white, the other coloured. The “ superior 
race’? is to be afforded every opportunity of 
environment whereby to grow to still greater 
superiority ; the “coloured” majority of the 
human race are to be restricted as far as 
possible to the territories they now occupy. At 
any rate they are to be excluded from those 
contiguous areas into which they would natu- 
rally overflow, because the exponents of Euro- 
pean civilisation have marked these for them- 
selves and have determined ‘‘to preserve the 
European type uncontaminated and to forbid 
the intrusion of Mongols and other Asiatics,” 
as the ‘Cambridge Modern History’ very tell- 
ingly puts it. It must be evident to the most 
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obtuse that this course will ultimately mean 
racial deterioration for the peoples thus limi- 
ted in freedom and opportunity. In another 
century, when the nations of European stock, 
growing and developing under the most favour- 
able conditions, uncrowded, unharrased by 
poverty, have risen to heights as yet unattain- 
ed, and in numbers fulfil Lord Bryce’s expecta- 
trons by far outnumbering the rest of mankind, 
what will be the situation of those other 
peoples at whose expense these favourable 
conditions have been secured ? Can we imagine 
that, after a century of ever growing and 
unrelieved congestion, a century of limitation 
and initiative killing restrictions, they will not 
be weaker and more poverty-stricken,—that 
they will not have sunk in the human scale ? If 
these are the prospects of India, is it not a farce 
to talk of her attaining to the position of an 
equal partner in the comity of nations known 
as the British Empire? Yet what more may we 
expect? Consider what is at this moment 
taking place in various parts of the world, the 
‘encouragement’ to Indians to leave South 
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Africa, the attempts at racial segregation in 
East Africa, the late occurrences in Fiji, the 
rounding-up of Asiatics in the United States 
for the purpose of extradition together with the 
enactment of still more strict exclusion laws. 
I have looked for some other meaning in it all 
—some ray of hope upon the situation—but 
In vain. 

In truth, we have reached an impasse. On 
the one hand, as the ‘Cambridge Modern Historv’ 
admits, the Indian Government finds itself 
called upon to meet the problem of “a popu- 
lation pressing ever nearer and nearer to 
the verge of subsistence” (Vol. XII, p. 497), 
while on the other hand the British Imperial 
Government is forced to deny the relief 
which emigration would afford, because any 
attempt to open the vast vacant areas of the 
Empire to Indian immigration would result 
in the severance of the Imperial tie by the 
self-governing dominions and colonies. Had 
the Government at Whitehall the best will in 
the world, it could not solve the problem ; 
for it has been committed by its colonies to 
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a policy diametrically opposed to the vital 
interests of Indians and all other Asiatic 
races. If this be true, and it is true, how 
can the Liberals dream of the future of India 
lying within the Empire? 

Because of such considerations as the 
-above I have entitled this essay, ‘The Failure 
of European Civilisation as World Culture.’ 
Surely the title is justified, for a civilisation 
which is worthy of the co-operation of all the 
‘world must be built up with reference to the 
interests and needs of all mankind. European 
civilisation, on the contrary, is, unless I 
greatly err, deeply committed to the principle 
of race-segregation upon a basis which enor- 
mously favours the interests of the ‘white 
races.” 

This has been a sorrowful tale,—this story 
-of the breach of a great trust by a great race, 
-endued with many noble qualities and vouch- 
safed such opportunities for the uplift of 
‘mankind as never before fell to any group of 
‘peoples. It is the sad record of the betrayal of 
humanity for its own ends by a race which 
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had inherited the broadening and humane 
culture of the Greeks, ennobled and spiritualiz- 
ed by the teachings of Jesus of Nazareth.. 
The sadness of it lies in the fact, that it was 
in the main an unconscious betrayal; the 
opportunity was too great for those to whom 
it came. 

Yet let us beware lest a consideration of 
these things should lead us to feelings of 
anger and scorn. Not even the ‘white races’ 
are exempt from their Karma; and as they sow, 
so shall they reap. As for us, let us ponder 
before we give vent to our indignation and 
then,—let him who is without sin amongst us 
cast the first stone. We must remember: 
that these races of the West are not 
the first to have raised the  colour-- 
bar or to have sacrificed others to their 
prejudices. After all we are not concerned 
with cursing those who have perpetrated this. 
wrong upon humanity, but rather with the. 
wrong itself. We must decide without passion 
the extent to which we can be partners to 
it; we must decide if our conscience and our’ 
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interest permit us to aspire to ‘equal partner- 
ship’ in a system which is committed to per- 
petrate this wrong upon the world. 


My own conviction I have _ refer- 
red to in the opening sentences of this essay. 
I take this occasion to express it again. Though 
convinced that our ultimate goal can lie in 
partnership with no Empire constituted as this 
Empire is today, and that we should definitely 
keep before us the goal of complete independ- 
ence, I am equally convinced that a sudden 
separation without preparation would spell dis- 
aster for the reasons I enumerate elsewhere * Un- 
less ] am in error our immediate task is the 
rectification of relationships between the people 
of this land and those who govern it. How 
this is to be done it is for our leaders to 
decide. 


A few more words, and I shall conclude. 
Here in my study, in the quiet of the hills, I 
have felt increasingly impelled to ponder over the 
problems discussed in this essay. One thing 

* See Part II. 
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at least appears clear to me: No culture is 
worth striving for which is grounded in selfish- 
ness. No nationalism is worth straining for 
that does not stretch beyond the interests of 
one’s race so as to include the interests of all 
humanity. Let us pour out our all for India to 
make her strong and free; but let us do it for 
humanity. Let our inspiration be,—‘' All we 
possess for India, and India for mankind.” If 
we can but keep this thought in our hearts, 
and, banishing selfish passion, rise to the rea- 
lisation of the underlying unity of all life, it may 
be India’s high destiny to show to torn and 
distracted peoples of our world the path to a 
truer and a nobler culture,—a culture that will 
unify mankind. 

Not by hatred, not with anger, can we 
gain our end, if our end be worth the gaining. 
These are of ahankar, and lead to darkness. 
Where we see evil, selfishness, injustice, let us. 
stand unflinchingly against them, regardless of 
personal consequences, hating the deed and not 
the doer; for the doer is but our other self. 
This is the Satya Marg; there is no other. 
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